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Sunday, 6th September 2015

Message from the Director

Dear IAA Community,
First I would quickly like to thank all who attended last Thursday’s gathering in the lovely Moon
Garden – it is always great to see both new and familiar faces at the IAA annual Welcome Back
Reception!
As you are likely aware, the IB performance of our most recent graduating class showed an
unprecedented level of success at the IAA. IB scores reached an alltime high! But there’s more! Last
week, we learned that last year’s Grade 10s (now, our Grade 11s) have also impressed, achieving a
new high on the IB MYP assessments. Congratulations to all! The Class of 2017 is IAA’s largest
MYP cohort thus far. One in five students achieved 40 or more (from a possible 49), with many
more coming close to this threshold. In particular, I would like to recognize the outstanding
achievements of the Extended Maths students and their teachers, who scored significantly above
the world average for that subject. Bravo!
Please note that both the Primary and Secondary have already begun an intensive programme of
workshops designed to communicate directly with parents of IAA across the school. These
workshops cover everything from policy to curriculum. I strongly encourage you to take full advantage
of these useful workshops, as they will help you to effectively support your child at IAA.
As part of our dynamic and enriching Trips Programme, we are already preparing our first exciting
trip abroad for Grades 4 to 7, scheduled for October. This adventure will offer our students an
opportunity to develop their athleticism at the prestigious Chelsea football camp in the UK. This
trip will also expose our students to the great metropolis of London, where they will visit several
renowned sites throughout the city.
Finally, please consider joining the IAA Primary and Secondary Counsellors for a valuable 6day
workshop, entitled “How to Help Your Child Succeed in Life.” This workshop will help cultivate
optimal communication with your children, in an effort to prepare them for the many challenges ahead.
Registration is currently open at the Finance Department.
Wishing you the best, always,

Hana Kanan, Ed.D.
Director
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Secondary School News

Dear Parents,
Reminder: Tuesday 8th September – BacktoSchool Event, 2:40 pm in the Theatre. A chance
for you to meet the teachers of your child/ren this year. There will also be a session on
Assessment and the MYP. I hope to see you there.
Results dominate this newsletter. As Dr Hana presented in her letter to the community this week we
built on our very successful DP results this summer, and we were very happy with our MYP results. It
must have been quite strange for all our Grade11’s, who are well into their DP studies, to be taken
back to Grade 10 and get their final grades. Many students pulled off really strong MYP passes and
showed what can be done with a combination of a positive outlook, selforganization and hard work. I
would like to thank the teachers who also took the students through the process.
I was also very pleased with how our Grade 9 students did in the eassessment pilots for Maths and
English. For them to be scoring above the world average at that time shows just how well we are
progressing in preparing for the real thing this year. We have not stopped though; over the summer
lots of staff went on uptodate IB courses, and we have a trainer flying in to IAA in a few weeks to
further strengthen our preparations. I am very confident that we are well on track with the positive
changes the IB are making to their programmes.
Last week we also got the results of those students who sat the DELE Spanish exams last May, and of
the 14 who sat, 13 students passed. Given that this is addition to all the school work and a challenging
exam, I would like to pass on my congratulations to all those students who can feel very proud of what
they achieved. The Spanish Department hopes that many more students will take part this year and
build their portfolio of exam success in the subject.
As the semester progresses, it is now time to mention the support that is available for our students.
Teachers have posted office hours by their classrooms, and students of any grade are free to approach
teachers during this time for extra support, knowing that they are keeping the time free for just this
reason. The Library has announced extended hours and will be open until 4:00 pm from Sunday to
Wednesday. During the first break, there are going to be teachers available in student support for
English, Arabic, Maths, Humanities and Science for any students who wish to drop in with questions
about their work. I hope students will take advantage of all of this support. It is for everyone in every
grade.
Finally, I was very pleased to receive an email from our friends in Nepal this week describing how our
donation has been used to help in the aftermath of the devastating earthquakes. Our donation has
provided roofing material for 20 families in the mountain village of Nagarkot. The villagers expressed
their happiness and gratitude, and I would like to forward that on to all in the IAA community who
helped raise that money by participating in the Bake Sale and Civvies Day back in May.
Plenty of good news this week. Thank you to the parents who came on Thursday evening to the
reception in the Moon Garden. It was great to meet some new parents. There are other MYP meetings
taking place that Ms Zena will reference and that are in the calendar. Please do check them.
My best wishes to you all.
Martin Thompson
Secondary Principal

Primary School News
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It is wonderful to be part of a school where such a partnership exists between parents and school and
where there is a high degree of communication. We have so far hosted four information sessions, two
workshops and Dr Hana has hosted her backtoschool function. This week will see another four
information sessions. I was also very impressed to see the launch of the new website. Moodle is a
really useful conduit of information from Grade 1 to Grade 5, and Tapestry is very effective in the Early
Years.
On the theme of communication, thank you to the Early Years Grade Leaders for their workshop on
helping children to become better readers. They are following up this week with a workshop on
encouraging children to become better writers. The updated workshop programme is:
Topic
Presenter
Date, Time and Venue
Helping Your Child Become a Better Writer(Early Ms Dima, Ms Afia 9/9/15 at 8:00 am in the Multi
Years)
and Ms Leigh
Purpose Room
Hotmaths (Grade 1Grade 5)
Ms Rene’
16/9/15 at 8:00 am in the Multi
Purpose Room
The Role of the Counsellor (All)
Ms Sophie
30/9/15 at 8:00 am in the Multi
Purpose Room
Building Research Skills with the Library (Grade Ms Dima and Ms 7/10/15 at 8:00 am in the Multi
1Grade 5)
Tania
Purpose Room
Please note that, over the next few weeks, student leadership roles such as House Leaders and
Deputies, Student Councillors, Community and Service Representatives, Peer Mediators and Eco
Representatives will be undergoing their various selection processes. Ms Sophie will send home a letter
regarding these positions.
A really important issue in any school is access to the curriculum. It is imperative that all students
have access to the same learning objectives, unless there is a specific learningsupportmandated
reason to modify. Our expectation is that all students cover all learning objectives in all units. Teachers
may vary the method used to teach an objective, but all children will be exposed to all learning
objectives. Curricular information can be found on the IAA website in the School Primary section.
Ms Sophie has put together a list of suggestions for healthy lunches. It is attached to this newsletter.
We really notice the difference in the academic readiness of children when they eat healthily
Finally thank you very much for your support of school systems. I want to particularly focus on those
that relate to student exit. It is important that at the start of the year we take our time to ensure that
every student is safely with the right caregiver. This necessitates the process being slower than later
on in the year where the process is more streamlined. We take student safety very seriously and need
to ensure that it is not compromised when we exit them from school.
Primary Healthy Lunch Boxes
Sandwiches
Healthy Choices, Better Learners!
Labaneh
Thyme and olive oil paste
Turkey
Hummus
Cheese
Pastries (pizza, Thyme, fresh thyme, cheese)
Pancakes
Waffles
Use different kinds of bread, different shapes!
Pitta bread, cut into triangles or roll it
Shrak, roll it and cut in small pieces
Taboon
Buns
Toast, cut into triangles or even use cookie cutters
Fruits
Banana
Grapes
Apple
Pineapple
Melon
Water melon
Strawberries
Apricot
Peaches
Plums
Strawberries
Pears
http://www.iaa.edu.jo/newsletter/?page_id=2

3/13

9/10/2015

IAA Newsletter | IAA Newsletter

Pomegranate seeds
Cherries
Kiwi
Mango
Dates, fresh (yellow) or dried
Dried fruits (raisins, apricot, mango, pineapple)
A Drink!
Don’t forget to add water, 100% juice or plain milk
Vegetables
Cucumbers
Green pepper
Coloured pepper
Cherry tomatoes (fruit)
Carrots
Olives: black, green
Broccoli
Peas
Beans
Corn
Celery
Sides
Potatoes salad
Pasta salad
Sweetcorn
Cheese strings, babybel, white cheese, cheddar cheese cut into cubes or into fun shapes on a stick
Grilled, steamed, roasted veggies (baby potatoes, carrots, zucchini, broccoli)
A Treat!
Ka3ek bi ajweh
Barazee’
Animal shaped biscuits
Crackers
Fish crackers
Bread Sticks
Plain Pretzels
Cereal, cheerios
Plain popcorn
Homemade muffins (banana, apple, dates, oats)
Rice cakes
Nuts (grades 1 and up)
Lunch box tips
Let your child help prepare the lunchbox
Present items in a fun way, make a pattern of cherry tomatoes and olives on a stick, use sticks with
grapes too
Make it easy to eat! For example, cut a kiwi in half and include a spoon in the lunch box
Use silicone baking cups as small containers
Labaneh or Hummus make great dips with the crunchy vegetables or the bread sticks
Avoid sugary, fatty and salty snacks like chocolate, chips, donuts and sweet cookies. Avoid chocolate
spreads and try to keep mayonnaise on sandwiches to a minimum.
Sophie Hamam
Primary School Counselor
Have a great week.

Martin Blackburn
Primary Principal
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Middle School News

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the 20152016 school year! We hope that the summer
break has been enjoyable and has provided you with an opportunity to rest and rejuvenate. We would
like to extend a special welcome to our new students, families and staff. Our Secondary School
Counsellor, Ms Leslie, has partnered up each new student with a buddy, from the same grade, to help
with his/her transition into IAA.
New changes will be implemented this year. As Head of Middle School, I will be primarily involved with
academic and/or pastoral matters dealing with the Grades 9 and 10. As Deputy Head of Middle School,
Ms Susanne will be involved with academic and/or pastoral matters dealing with Grades 6 to 8.
We will also be implementing the “Common Sense Media” curriculum in the “Physical Social and Health
Education” lessons for the Grades 6 to 9. This focuses on students making safe, smart and ethical
decisions in the digital world, a world where change is the only constant.
Furthermore, this year’s Grade 9 students have the choice to either study the three sciences (Biology,
Chemistry and Physics) separately or to sign up for “Integrated Sciences”, which explores different
concepts that link the different domains of Science. Both the “Discrete Sciences” and “Integrated
Sciences” follow the MYP framework of conceptualbased learning.
Our Grade 10 students have a busy year ahead of them. They will be working on their eportfolios for
subjects such as Spanish, the Arts, Design and Physical and Health Education. They also have the
Personal Project, which is the culminating task of final year of the MYP. Lastly, in early May they will be
sitting for eassessments for subjects such as English, Arabic, Mathematics, Sciences, and Individuals
and Societies as well as an interdisciplinary exam. Parents will be provided with more information on
these eassessments as the year progresses.
When wearing the IAA uniform, our students are representing themselves as ambassadors for our
school. All students must be in uniform every school day unless otherwise announced. Please refer to
our Parent Guide handbook found on Moodle regarding our expectations for the school uniform.
Once again, we want to welcome our students, staff and parents for another exciting year of learning
at IAA. As a school, we will continue working together to make this the best school possible and
increase learning for everyone!
Zena Muhtaseb
Head of Middle Years

Calendar

Sunday

6

–Grade 4 Parents Information Evening, Grade Area, 2:45 PM
– 4:00 PM
Monday
7 –MYP – Sciences and Design Meeting for Parents, Theatre,
8:00 AM – 9:00 AMGrade 5 Parents Information Evening,
Grade Area, 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
Tuesday
8 –Parents Open Meeting with the Director, Director’s Office,
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM–Secondary Back to School Parent
Meeting, Theatre, 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM–KG1 Parents
Information Evening, Grade Area, 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
–MYP Criterionbased Assessment Meeting for Parents,
Theatre, 3:15 PM – 4:00 PM
Wednesday
9 –Primary Parent WorkshopHelping Your Child Become a
Better Writer, MPR, 8:00 AM – 8:50 AM–PreK Parents
Information Evening, Grade Area, 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
http://www.iaa.edu.jo/newsletter/?page_id=2
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Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Information Evening, Grade Area, 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
10 –Grade 4D Assembly, 1:15 PM – 2:00 PM, Theatre
11
12
13

Sports News

Extended Hours for the Secondary Library: in time to help students get started with research and
inquirybased assignments, the Secondary Library will be open until 4:00 pm, Sunday through
Wednesday. Students can visit, get research assistance and relax in airconditioned comfort. If
students want to book a Research appointment for help on a specific topic, see Ms Kathleen. Don’t
forget the Senior Library course is open here on Moodle. Check there for a new database or research
tutorial weekly. See you soon @the Library.
Summer Reading Club: This week is the week to turn in any completed forms for the Summer
Reading. If your child filled out the entire bingo card, they need to bring their papers to their librarian
so we can start planning our big “reward surprise.”
MakerSpace: On 28th September from 2:303:30, we are hosting our firstever MakerSpace event in
the Primary Library. Students will be making jewelry with Ms Dima and the rest of the staff.
MakerSpaces are intended to be fun times, which make use of the Libraries’ resources in a positive
way. Students can chill, create and come home with a product they have learned how to do in one
short session. Other MakerSpaces coming up include paper quilling, finger knitting, and some fun with
electronics. The MakerSpace programme is open to students from KG1 to Grade 5, with only 30 slots
available. Please call the Library to reserve a space for your child.
Parent Workshop Change in Date: The Libraries have many resources available for research. There
is no reason that your child needs to Google aimlessly for any research or class project. On
Wednesday, 7th October from 8:00 am to 9:00 am, Ms Tania and Ms Dima will host an Introduction to
the Library Digital Research Environment for the weekly parent workshop.
Moodle Tutorials: Secondary students might notice on Moodle that there will be a new tutorial each
week under “Senior Library”. Each tutorial gives information about the Secondary Library’s digital
resource collection. Right now, tutorials about how to use FollettShelf eBooks and eLibrary Science
have been posted. We are excited to use Moodle in a way that can ensure continued use of the Library
Digital Learning Environment 24/7. Please direct your children to these tutorials, especially if they are
struggling to find information about an assigned topic.
Reading and Vocabulary—What’s the Connection?
I was delighted to attend my daughter’s Grade 1 parent information session last week, not only
because the Grade 1 team is a fantastic set of teachers, but because they mentioned sight words and
contentarea vocabulary as two goals they work toward in Literacy. Learning sight words increases
reading fluency, which means that IAA students are reading with confidence and competence. Content
area vocabulary is always a concern among teachers, and not just in the Primary years. In one high
school biology class, students were required to learn over 400 new vocabulary words for biology. The
questions reading teachers, librarians and parents ask is, “When students learn conceptually
challenging academic vocabulary words in school, do students notice them beyond school, or do they
tune into the new words only during formal vocabulary lessons?”
In other words, how can we teach a child that “volume” in science has a very specific definition, while
also getting them to realize that “turning down the volume” on the television doesn’t mean to measure
anything, and “adding volume” to your hair is only something advertisers make up to sell shampoo?
One thing we can do is provide opportunities for students to learn vocabulary in multiple contexts
through a variety of encounters with slightly varied meanings. Studies suggest that as experiences
with words accumulate, a learner builds abstracted representations of word meanings. Representations
that are based on a rich network of connections built from experiencing words in multiple, informative
contexts will likely be complex, flexible and nuanced, allowing the learner to bring the most relevant
connections to bear to help understand newly encountered contexts.
Here are some examples
Encountering consume on a silica packet marked “do not consume” inside a newly purchased purse.
Encountering drama as the word dramatization in the corner of a television commercial for Clinique
products.
Hearing sports broadcasts that featured dominant players.
Encountering words during church activities, including, “God created unique individuals,” and, “Cast
your cares upon the Lord and he will sustain you”.
Noting that on Facebook you can have mutual friends.
Finding a poster in the school’s main office announcing the criteria for Student of the Month.
Noticing the warning on a crystal growing kit about the “potential of burning if you have contact with
skin”.
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skin”.
These encounters with words “in real life” are quick, but meaningful, if students notice them. Textual
based vocabulary remains the best means for students to work with a word in its context. But
combining the permanence of text with “out of school” vocabulary encounters can provide fuller, richer
contexts and display more deliberate use of specific words than casual aural encounters. Thus students
might build higher quality representations from encountering the words in text. That shouldn’t be
surprising. For more information, read this helpful article from Reading Rockets:
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/mediaexpandingstudentsexperienceacademicvocabulary.
The best way to improve your child’s reading is to have fun with words!
Ms. Kathleen
Head of Libraries

More News

A warm welcome from the PTA to the IAA community! We hope you enjoyed your summer, and are
ready for an awesome school year!
First of all, a special ‘thank you’ goes to the previous PTA members for volunteering their time and
effort to help children and families succeed!
As parents, we all support our children with their education. As PTA, we work collaboratively to support
the school community through many events and volunteer opportunities to further enrich our children’s
school experience. The new IAA/PTA members for the 201516 school year have been elected and are
looking forward to a great year of activities. They are:
Acting Chairperson: Arda Kevorkian AlKhaiyat
Acting Vice Chairperson: Dr Leen Alam Mina
Treasurer: Muna Sabbarini Said
Secretary: Hana Bushnaq
Members:
Isabelle Beiruti
Rula AlKhatib
Azza Abu AlRagheb
Rana AlNabulsi
Ghaseb Al Azzawi
Ismail Maraqa
After a long and active vacation, if your child had his way, he’d probably do his homework on the living
room floor, lying on his stomach with a can of soda at his side and cartoons on television for
background entertainment! As parents, how can we help our kids turn off the vacation mode and
develop good homework habits? Check out the link below for some useful tips.
http://www.babycenter.com/0_howtoencouragegoodhomeworkhabits_68119.bc
IAA/PTA
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More News

More News

How to Help Your Child Succeed in Life
(For parents of 5 to 12yearolds)
Join our 6 sessions, facilitated by:
Sophie Hamam – Primary Counsellor
Leslie Corcos – Secondary Counsellor

·

Sundays, October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1, 8
8:00 am to 10:00 am
Secondary Library
Learn how to:
·
Build courage and character in your child
Enhance communication before the challenging teen years

To reserve your seat, purchase the course booklet from IAA Finance for 20 JD before 27th
September.

Photo Gallery
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