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Sunday, 15th May 2016

Message from the Director

Dear IAA Community,
This week is an exciting week for our Grade 5 students, as they embark on their Secondary School
transition activities. The move from the Primary School into the Secondary is one characterized by
excited children and often times anxious parents. While this apprehension is understandable as change
can be daunting, I would like to take a moment to reassure parents that all efforts are made to
ensure a fluid transition, with the emotional, psychological and academic needs of the students taken
into account. Activities, discussions and introductions are all pursued to promote comfort and
enthusiasm, as students become acquainted with the expectations and opportunities afforded them in
Grade 6. Rest assured – our experience indicates that children typically adapt quickly to the
Secondary School environment. Best of luck to all involved in this week’s schedule!
I would also like to once again encourage our community to come out on Monday for an evening of
music! Our Secondary students will be presenting the IAA Secondary Major Music Production at the
Theatre at on 16 th May at 6 pm in the Theatre. Tickets are available at Finance.
The 70 th Anniversary of Jordan’s Independence is almost here! To mark this very special occasion,
IAA has organized a funfilled afternoon of outdoor festivities for the entire IAA community on
Tuesday, 24 th May 2016 in the Community Square. An email will be sent to both Primary and
Secondary parents this week providing all pertinent details. I would like to note here however that bus
services for the Primary School will not be running after school on this day. Primary children
will be released from classrooms to their parents or guardians at 12:30 pm, and they will
require parental supervision during the festival, which will conclude at 2:30 pm. Buses for
Secondary students only will run as normally scheduled on Tuesdays. Parents, we look forward
to seeing you at this sensational event.
As you are likely aware, IAA values communication, constantly promoting dialogue and transparency in
order to best serve the many families who comprise our school community. It is my great pleasure then
to invite members of our community to join me at the Annual General Meeting, an event designed to
ensure that all IAA stakeholders are kept abreast of school achievements, objectives and strategies. The
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 18 th May from 8:00 am to 9:00 am in the tiered
classroom of the Secondary School Library. All parents are highly encouraged to attend, as this
affords us all an opportunity to better comprehend the “big picture” at IAA. I hope to see you there!
Have a wonderful week,
Hana Kanan, Ed.D.
Director

Hana Kanan, Ed.D.
Director

Secondary School News

Dear Parents,
We really are into the full swing of exams now, and I am pleased to say that the first set of Grade 10
MYP eassessments have passed off without a hitch. It really is quite amazing to watch our students
taking exams as they are listening to audio, watching movie clips, typing away and manipulating things
on screen. It really does feel like the future has arrived!
This week we have our Musical Concert on Monday at 6:00 pm in the Theatre. We have been selling
tickets and expect a lot of support for our choral and band teams. I hope you are able to support the
event; it would certainly mean a lot to the students taking part. I can tell you that they have been
working extremely hard. I have seen the students heading into the Theatre day after day, but always
with energy and excitement. I am really looking forward to it.
On Tuesday at 4:00 pm in the Theatre, we have four very well know universities from the USA coming
to talk to students and parents who wish to know more about a “Liberal Arts” education. Most of us have
heard this term and know that many of the best universities in the USA pride themselves on delivering
such an education – but what does it really mean? And what does a student taking it really do? If you
believe your child might well go to the USA, then this is a good opportunity to get some information to
make better decisions in the future.
Grade 10 Parents are encouraged to pay for the El Hassan Youth Award (EYHA) trip before Tuesday, 17 th
May. It was great to see the EYHA be one of only 20 organisations in the world to receive the
International License out of over 160 countries that participate in a version of the Duke of Edinburgh
scheme. It is noticeable how this expedition really is a step up in terms of our students being challenged
and learning new skills in areas like confidence, teamwork and problemsolving.
Most of the news this week concerns Grades 6 to 10, and Ms Zena has gone into some detail about our
Grade 5 to 6 Transition and our MYP Day on Tuesday. I would urge you to read her newsletter in detail. I
think the slogan for our MYP day, “Make Yourself Proud”, is very apt and I am looking forward to
celebrating our students’ success, especially listening about the Community Projects that are going to be
presented at the COMMex assembly.
With all that is happening, I hope to see you on campus at some point during the week.
Martin Thompson
Secondary Principal

Primary School News

The development of resilience is an often neglected learning skill and one which can be quite difficult to
teach our children. As parents and teachers, we are faced with a conundrum. One of our most basic
instincts is to protect our children and shelter them from harm. By the same token, we know that
children have to grow up and take responsibilities for themselves and their own lives. We therefore have
to build in them the capacity to cope with the ups and downs of life. We need somehow to balance these
conflicting motivations. When we do everything for a child, we are actually harming them and taking
from them the need to explore the world and their place in it. By the same token, we have the
responsibility to protect our children.
I believe a safe middle ground is to give your child autonomy and responsibility for areas of their life. In
the workshop on developing executive function, the presenters talked about the importance of children
having responsibility to do certain things for themselves and of experiencing and learning from failing. I
personally believe that children should be given ageappropriate responsibilities and be left to work out
the best means of realising them. We should seek to balance what we do for a child with what we
encourage a child to do for his or herself. We do know that children who are given the encouragement to
explore the world around them are more likely to develop their executive function and therefore more
likely to succeed educationally and socially. Maintaining the balance will always present teachers and
parents with challenges, but taking the time to reflect upon the issue is a wonderful first step.
On the theme of encouraging children to take responsibility for themselves and their actions
congratulations to our Smart Award winners!
Bronze Award
Hamza Basal 5M
Abdel Razzaq AlNammari 5M
Abdullah Fraij 5M
Haya Nabulsi 5M
Masa Jardaneh 5M
Silver Award
Haya AlHashem 5M HRH Hashem Bin Abdullah II 5M Abdalla Ragab 4C
Noor Issa 5M
Ameer AlBustanji 5S
Lour Kalbouneh 4C
Rami Khleifat 5M
Mazen AlSaleh 5S
Nour AlAdwan 4C
Hiba AlMajali 5S
Abdullah Kanbar Agha 4D
Jannah Hmoud 3G
Gold Award
Shaden Qaffaf 5S
Faisal AbuTayeh 3G
Omar Dibie 1M
Abdullah Qatarneh 4C Rakan Kardan 1M
Hamza Abu Salha 1M
Salma AbuDahab 4C Zina AlAbdullah 1M
Ghazi Khalifa 1M
Salma Qatarneh 3G
Raya Oweis 1M
Nasser Abu Ragheb 1M
Gold with Merit Award
Tamara Fakhoury 5M Maria Haddad 5M
Sanad Kamal 4C
Raya AlSaket 5M
Heidi Beck 5S
Sarah Khouri 1M
Raya Kamhiyah 5M
Farah AbuTaleb 5S
Nour Asali 1F
Mariam AlSaraf 5M
Gold with Excellence Award
Marian Khubeis 5S
Have a great week!

Martin Blackburn
Primary Principal

Middle School News

Dear Parents/Guardians,
We have another exciting week ahead of us, with two major events taking place in which we look
forward to seeing you.
Our School Choir and Band have been rehearsing for the upcoming Music Production taking place
on Monday, 16 th May at 6:00 pm in the Theater. Our students look forward to showcasing their talents
and efforts, and we are thankful to Mr Ahmed Radaydeh for his dedication and commitment to
developing what we know will be an unforgettable musical experience. Do not delay…purchase your
tickets right away!
We also look forward to seeing you at our first MYP Day on Tuesday, 17 th May, where students from
Grades 6 to 9 will present many of the projects that they have worked on throughout the year. The
projects fall under the categories of ServiceAsAction, Interdisciplinary Units and Community Projects.
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to recognize their efforts and achievements. The agenda for the
day will be as follows:
11:00 am – 12:00 pm G69 Assembly in the Theatre to kickstart MYP Day
12:00 pm – 12:45 pm G69 Gallery Walk in the upper floor of the Secondary Building
1:00 pm – 2:15 pm: COMMx – Community Projects presented by some of our Grade 8 students in the
Theatre
The Grade 9s have started planning their Personal Projects. For this project, students must complete
three tasks: 1. Product or outcome—what the student is aiming to achieve or create 2. Process journal
ideas, criteria, developments, challenges, plans, research, possible solutions and progress reports 3.
Report —a written account of the project and its impact, which includes a bibliography and evidence from
the process journal that documents students’ development and achievements. The Grade 9s have
started to work on the product and process journal. They will start the written report in Grade 10. Each
Grade 9 student has been assigned a supervisor for the project. The expectation is for each student is to
meet with his/her supervisor before the end of this academic year in order to get their action plans
approved. Furthermore, they should meet with Ms Kathleen, our Head Librarian, to explore possible
reliable sources to help achieve their goals.
The Grade 10 students have so far completed three out of the six eassessments. After their e
assessments, they will take part in the El Hassan Youth Silver Award’s “Adventurous Journey” from 22 nd
until 24 th May, where they will hike in Dibeen and Ajloun. This journey is all about personal discovery
and growth, selfreliance, perseverance and responsibility. It encourages students to develop an
awareness of Jordan’s natural environment and the importance of protecting it. It also pushes them out
of their comfort zone to work on new skills. For further information regarding this trip, please contact Mr
Ashraf (a.gharaibeh@iaa.edu.jo), our CAS/SAA Coordinator. The payment for this trip is due 17 th May.
We are also fast approaching the endofyear exams. Grade 9 exams will take place from 1 st to 9 th June.
For Grades 6 to 8, exams will take place from 5 th to 9 th June. An exam revision booklet for each grade
has been emailed to parents. Students can also access the booklet from the News Forum and PSHE page
on Moodle.
Lastly, the Grade 5 students will be joining us on Sunday, Monday and Wednesday of this week to get a
taste for Secondary School life. They will be exposed to Science, Design, Visual Arts, Drama and Spanish
in the MYP and will participate in a number of activities to ensure that they have a smooth transition
come next academic year. We look forward to welcoming the Grade 5 students to the Secondary School.
With kind regards,
Zena Muhtaseb
Head of Middle Years

Calendar

Sunday
Monday

15 –Grade 10 EAssessments
–Grade 5 Transition Week
–Grade 1 Crumz Visit, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
16 –Grade 10 EAssessments
–Grade 5 Transition Week
–PTA “Relational Needs” Workshop Series for The Parents
(Maintaining the Intimacy and Skills of Effective
communication), 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

communication), 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM
–IAA Secondary School Music Concert, 6:00 PM, Theatre
17 –Grade 10 EAssessments
–Grade 5 Transition Week
–The MYP Day, 11:00 AM – 2:15 PM
–Parents Open Meeting with the Director, 8:00 AM – 9:00
AM, Director’s Office
18 –Grade 10 EAssessments
–Grade 5 Transition Week
19 –Grade 10 EAssessments
–Grade 5 Transition Week
–Grade 1F Assembly, 1:15 PM – 2:00 PM, Theatre
20
21
22 –Grade 10 Ajloun Trip

Sports News

The Libraries are focusing on closing the school year well and promoting our Read Around the World
Summer Reading Challenge. The registration sheets have gone out, and we will accept registrations until
2 nd June. After we receive all the registrations, we will create a Read Around the World Passport Package
to send home. The Passport Package includes a passport, further guidelines for the challenge, stickers,
digital resource lists and more!
2 nd June is also the last day to return books to the Library. Invoices will be run and sent to the business
office after this date. You will have to return or pay for any lost or damaged books at Finance after this
date.
How can you help your kids become “super readers”? There was a very good article in Scholastic last
week about helping parents promote reading at home. I am sharing just a small part with you.
Celebrate Independent Reading
Twenty minutes a day of independent reading is all it takes to expand vocabulary and turn reading into a
lifelong habit. Ask your children: “What are your reading goals for the summer?” “Who is someone you
can read with?” “What is one book you definitely want to read before the summer is over?” As an
incentive, give them a challenge [this is why the IAA Libraries created the summer reading challenge,
including a small celebration when we return to school in the fall]. We must strive to create the kind of
world where children count words and time spent reading as valuable, whether they are reading poetry,
nonfiction, comics, blogs, or the backs of cereal boxes.
Summer ReadAloud Fun
The readaloud not only improves reading, writing, vocabulary, and listening skills—it also invites readers
to form bonds, to become part of a literary community, to connect. Have kids practice reading aloud to
one another, and then suggest they do the same with younger siblings or friends throughout the
summer months. Encourage them to turn one of their favorite readalouds into a play, use it to make a
recording, or even create an art project around it.
Create Super Reader Families
Let families know that their participation counts, and that you and their children are counting minutes
this summer, so readalouds will also count! The Scholastic Kids and Family Reading Report (2015) notes
that having parents as reading role models or having a large book collection at home has a greater
impact on children’s reading frequency than does household income. Let parents know that reading
aloud or sidebyside with their child and taking books along with them on trips help build lifelong Super
Readers.
Children often believe that when they struggle as readers, it indicates a lack of ability. But depending on
the text, any reader can struggle. It’s part of what we do as we wrestle with words and strive to make
sense of a challenging text. By focusing on a strengthbased approach, you can say to your child: You
can succeed, practice matters, and what you bring to the reading of a book—your ideas and processes—
are all strengths. By naming their own strengths—from curiosity to courage to kindness—children begin
to see themselves as readers who are facing struggle with joy and purpose. This shift in perspective
changes the learning landscape for children. Suddenly, when confronted with a challenging text, they
know they have the skills to overcome difficulties and tackle the content rather than feel defeated. Super
Readers are bold and brave and not afraid to push forward into new territory to discover new meaning.
Happy Reading!
Ms Kathleen, Ms Dima, Ms Tania
For the Libraries

More News

Another event, another wonderful atmosphere. IAA hosted this year MEUC track and field event and it
was an amazing experience.
All student athletes demonstrated exceptional sportsmanship, and all teams participating in the event
enjoyed their time and gained great experiences.
Our student athletes showed enormous composure participating against 11 other school teams, as well
as one international athletics club. Our players went home with lots of medals and smiles all over, and all
parents showed their great support for our team of students, coaches and staff, as well as the referees
and the volunteers that gave given their all under the sun for two days in a row.
Again big thanks to all my department and my coaches and friends for all your support and help. It could
not happen without you all.
Congratulations to our star Alyia Bushnaq, who won 2 bronze medals in 200m sprinting with a new
Jordanian record 26.42 seconds.
And the 4×100 relay the west Asia competition in Bahrain
Great job, Alyia J
Coach Samer Taha
Athletic Director

More News

More News

(I thought I had nothing to write about this month, and then a grade 6 student walked into my office…)
Dear Leslie,
I am in grade 6 and I have a problem with my parents. They’re always on their phones and they never
listen to me. Whenever I tell them about something that’s happening in my life they always seem to
ignore what I’m saying. They say, “Yes, yes” like they are listening, but they really aren’t. They’re always
focusing on their phones and never on what I’m trying to say to them. I feel sad because they just
aren’t hearing me even though some of the things I want to tell them are very important and exciting.
For example, I got a trophy for basketball, but when I told them they were, of course, on their phones
and they just said, “Congratulations”. There was no feeling at all. They just kept on their phones, so I
felt they just didn’t care. What can I do?
From,
Feeling second place to a phone
Dear Feeling second place to a phone,
You sound like you are feeling ignored and hurt by the importance your parents are giving to their
phones. I wonder if they realize how their actions make you feel? One thing you could try would be to
ask to talk to them without any phones anywhere nearby. Then, when you are all sitting down together,
tell them exactly what you just told me. Explain to them how important it is to be listened to and how
you feel sad and ignored when they stay on their phones all the time. See if they can spare some time
each day to just sit down and talk to you about your day, with no other distractions. I think your parents
love and care about you a lot and will want to know about how you are feeling. Good luck with this and
let me know how it goes.
I admire you for speaking up,
Leslie
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“Here is my
baby bean!”

