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Monday, 20th March 2017

Message from the Director

Poet Mahmoud Darwish once said, “I believe in the power of poetry, which gives me reasons to look
ahead and identify a glint of light.” Happy World Poetry Day!
This week, we celebrate World’s Poetry Day at IAA, an occasion to honour poets, revive oral traditions of
poetry recitals and promote the reading, writing and teaching of poetry. I was proud to see our
Secondary students recite poems from our very own culture during their breaks as well as our Primary
students reciting poems from around the world in class. It was good to see them express their emotions,
expand their linguistic capabilities and their imagination. This is an opportunity to instill the IAA pillar of
Cultural Heritage among our learners.
Last week was a busy one. We had the Science Fair for Grades 3,4 and 5 and it gives me joy year after
year to see our young scientists present their findings to the IAA community. We wrapped up the week
with a Career Day for our Grades 911 students. It was great to see our students interact with
professionals and inquire about their own career path.
This week, our Grades 10 and 12 start preparing for their mock exams. I wish them continued success
as they approach the final few months of the school year. Speaking of the end of our school year, our
graduation ceremony has been set for May 23 and our graduates have already had their Senior Walk.
Emotions were running high as parents witnessed their own children greeted as heroes by our Primary
students. For our youngsters, they were definitely inspired and motivated to do well in school and do the
same!
Today marks the first day of Spring, which means that our Spring break is around the corner – April 9. I
am already starting to enjoy our campus; the greenery and zesty spring colours are surely promising
optimism and hope at IAA.
Finally, I will be available on Tuesday for the parents’ open meeting at my office.
Have a colourful week.
Hana Kanan, Ed.D.
Director

Secondary School News
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Dear Parents,
There is rarely a quiet moment in Secondary! Grade 6 students are planning their Science Fair Projects.
Grade 7s are designing games for Coding. Grades 8 and 9 are busy with their Community and Personal
Projects. The Grades 10 and 12 are preparing for their mock exams. Grade 11 will start the Group 4
Project, a collaborative and interdisciplinary task, involving students from Biology, Chemistry, Design
Technology and Physics working in small groups to explore a significant research question. Amidst all of
that, we have students practicing and preparing for athletic competitions, drama production, Formula 1,
music concert and MUN. We wish our students continued success as they approach the final few months
of the school year.
There is a poet in everyone one of us. And throughout this week, that poet can take centre stage at
IAA’s Poet’s Corner during first break. Students and staff will share poetry that has touched them,
whether original or adapted. This week, we celebrate World Poetry Day; an official day marked by
UNESCO that recognises the “unique ability of poetry to capture the creative spirit of the human mind”.
We encourage you to do the same at home.
One of the leading artists of the Arab world who gave voice to the struggles of his people is Mahmoud
Darwish. His poetry centred on the concept of homeland and was characterised by the honesty of his
emotions. One that we would like to share with you is titled “Think of Others”; a reminder that the
welfare of others can never be entirely separate from our own (cited from IAA Pillar – Duty).
)ﻓ ّﻜﺮ ﺑﻐﻴﺮﻙ )ﻗﺼﻴﺪﺓ ﻣﺤﻤﻮﺩ ﺩﺭﻭﻳﺶ
ﻙ
َ  ﻓﻜﺮ ﺑﻐﻴﺮ٬ﻭﺃﻧﺖ ﺗُﻌ ﱡﺪ ﻓﻄﻮﺭﻙ
ﺲ ﻗﻮﺕَ ﺍﻟﺤﻤﺎﻡ
َ ﻻ ﺗَ ْﻨ
ﻙ
َ  ﻓﻜَﺮ ﺑﻐﻴﺮ٬ﻚ
َ ﻭﺃﻧﺖَ ﺗﺨﻮﺽُ ﺣﺮﻭﺑ
ﻻ ﺗﻨﺲ َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳﻄﻠﺒﻮﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﻼﻡ
ﻙ
َ  ﻓ ﱠﻜﺮ ﺑﻐﻴﺮ٬ﻭﺃﻧﺖَ ﺗﺴﺪﺩ ﻓﺎﺗﻮﺭﺓَ ﺍﻟﻤﺎء
ﺍﻟﻐﻤﺎﻡ
ﺿﻌُﻮﻥ
َ َﻣ ْﻦ ﻳﺮ
ٍ
ﻙ
َ  ﻓ ﱠﻜﺮ ﺑﻐﻴﺮ٬ﻚ
َ  ﺑﻴﺘ٬ﻭﺃﻧﺖَ ﺗﻌﻮ ُﺩ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﺒﻴﺖ
ﻻ ﺗﻨﺲ ﺷﻌﺐ ﺍﻟﺨﻴﺎ َﻡ
ﻙ
ﻭﺃﻧﺖ ﺗﻨﺎﻡ ﻭﺗُﺤﺼﻲ
َ  ﻓﻜﺮﱢ ﺑﻐﻴﺮ٬ﺍﻟﻜﻮﺍﻛﺐ
َ
ﺛ ﱠﻤ ﺔَ َﻣ ْﻦ ﻟﻢ ﻳﺠﺪ ﺣﻴّﺰﺍً ﻟﻠﻤﻨﺎﻡ
ﻙ
َ  ﻓ ﱠﻜﺮ ﺑﻐﻴﺮ٬ﻭﺃﻧﺖ ﺗﺤ ّﺮﺭ ﻧﻔﺴﻚ ﺑﺎﻻﺳﺘﻌﺎﺭﺍﺕ
َﻣ ْﻦ ﻓﻘﺪﻭﺍ ﺣﻘَﻬﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﻜﻼﻡ
ﻚ
َ  ﻓ ﱢﻜﺮ ﺑﻨﻔﺴ٬ﻭﺃﻧﺖ ﺗﻔﻜﺮ ﺑﺎﻵﺧﺮﻳﻦ ﺍﻟﺒﻌﻴﺪﻳﻦ
 ﻟﻴﺘﻨﻲ ﺷﻤﻌﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﻈﻼﻡ:ﻗُﻞ
Think Of Others (Translated by Mohammed Shaheen)
As you prepare your breakfast, think of others
(do not forget the pigeon’s food).
As you conduct your wars, think of others
(do not forget those who seek peace).
As you pay your water bill, think of others
(those who are nursed by clouds).
As you return home, to your home, think of others
(do not forget the people of the camps).
As you sleep and count the stars, think of others
(those who have nowhere to sleep).
As you liberate yourself in metaphor, think of others
(those who have lost the right to speak).
As you think of others far away, think of yourself
(say: “If only I were a candle in the dark”).
Zena Muhtaseb
Head of Middle Years

Martin Thompson
Secondary School Principal

Primary School News
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Dear Parents,
Thank you for the overwhelming support our young scientists have received over the past few weeks.
This year we separated the event into grade levels, which provided an excellent opportunity to see the
development in quality and sophistication of various experiments. I received a lot of positive feedback
from parents about the event and want to thank everyone that contributed to making the Science Fairs
so successful.
Last week ended with another incredibly successful event. In conjunction with the PTA, a committed
group of Grade 5 mothers worked with Coach Samer to hold an inaugural Grade 5 Basketball Fundraiser
to support refugee families in Jordan. Over 300 people attended the event and watched more than 70
students compete against family and friends. The overwhelming response to the day raised in excess of
2,000 JD.
This weekend we have many of our teachers attending the Teacher Skills Forum, organised under the
patronage of Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah. This is an annual event aimed at sharing pedagogical
knowledge and raising the standard of education in the region. I’d like to congratulate Sophie Hamam
and Maria Patino, whom along with myself will be presenting at the event.
This week I would like to congratulate the following Award Winners:
Bronze Award Winners
Yasmeen Halawa 4C
Jaffar Al Husseini 3G
Haya Halawa 2J
Sanad Al Shedaifat 4C
Abdullah Al Bdour 2J
Yaqout Abu Al Haj 2J
Sam Al Bay 4C
Hashem Samawi 2J
Alanood Haddadin 2J
Jamal Jallad 4C
Silver Award Winners
Lour Kalbouneh 5T
Maya Al Samraay 5T
Rashed Mansour 5J
Jannah Hmoud 4D
Gold Award Winner
Nadine Haddad 5T
Natalie Hammoudeh 3G
Faisal Abu Ragheb 3G

Mousa Al Bitar 4D
Yousef Al Shahwan 4D
Ahmad Al Nammari 4M
Salma Salem 4G
Elbe Knorr 3G
Sarah Dahleh 3G

Gold with Merit Award Winner
Abdel Majed Salameh 5T
Faisal Abu Ragheb 3G
Farah Saadi 5J
Gold with Excellence Award Winner
Ghaya Madanat 5J
Wishing you a wonderful week.
Yours sincerely,

Omar Nashashibi 3G
Naya Aryan 3G
Kareem Al Saleh 3A
Farah Saliba 2A
Nour Damrahn 3G
Ali Abzakh 3G

Salma Toghotgh 2R

Andrew Powell
Primary School Principal

Middle School News

Dear Parents and Guardians,
We have settled into the routines of this academic year and have reached the midpoint of first
semester. The first progress report was sent to you electronically on the 9 th of November. The grade and
the “Approaches To Learning” skills should be used as a starting point for discussion in the upcoming
conferences on the 15 th and 16 th of November. This is also an important time to discuss ways to help
your child develop their strengths and overcome challenges. Students are encouraged to attend.
Last week, the Grades 6 to 9 enjoyed their first studentled assembly, which aimed to showcase and
celebrate their learning in a wide range of subjects. It was a joy watching them take centrestage and
present their achievements in a creative manner. As part of the Gothic Genre unit for English, a group of
G7s worked together and acted out a chilling scene from a gothic text. A few G7s showed us how they
applied the Design Cycle to create a board game that targeted a specific audience. A trio of G8 students
compared and contrasted Donald Trump with a camel, and what an epiphany it was for everyone! One of
our G9s presented on theatre practitioner Brecht, and how he broke the imaginary fourth wall between
the actors and audience to keep them thinking throughout and not switching off. Lastly, as part of their
“Animal Farm” unit in English, a couple of our G9s presented emotional speeches on topics that they are
passionate about. They spoke with conviction and purpose and did an excellent job in persuading us to
understanding their points of view.
This week during PSHE, our G8s will be introduced to the Community Project (CP). The CP is one of the
most rewarding learning opportunities for our students as it challenges them to engage in issues facing
Jordan or the global community and to address them through service learning. There are many forms
their service can take including direct service, advocacy or research. Ms. Randa Battikha, our CP
Coordinator, will present to the Grade 8 Parents on Mon. Nov. 21 st , from 8am to 9am in the MPR, on the
expectations of this project.
As our Grade 10 students are working through the final year of the MYP, they have been busy preparing
for the eAssessments. The focus of these assessments is on synthesising information, evaluating findings
and applying them to realworld situations. The eassessments are divided into the following categories:
ePortfolios are defined coursework in Language Acquisition (Arabic and Spanish), Arts, Design and
http://www.iaa.edu.jo/newsletter/?page_id=2
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ePortfolios are defined coursework in Language Acquisition (Arabic and Spanish), Arts, Design and
Physical and Health Education. The IB has recently released the tasks for the ePortfolios, and our
teachers are in the process of unpacking the prescribed statement of inquiry and inquiry questions with
the G10s.
Onscreen examinations apply to Language and Literature (Arabic and English), Individuals and
Societies, Sciences, Mathematics and Interdisciplinary Learning. They are designed to assess students.
beyond the rote memorisation of content. Our G10s have already had many of their assessments in an
electronic format, where media and interactive functions were used to engage them onscreen.
Scientific and Technical Innovation (STI), with a spotlight on adaptation, ingenuity and progress, is this
year’s chosen Global Context that will inform all onscreen examinations and ePortfolio tasks. Even
though STI has been the focus of many units in the past, we will be spending more time revisiting its
purpose and linking it to all subject groups.
The G10s also have to submit a full draft of their Personal Project report on the 15 th of November. Our
supervisors are expected to give comprehensive feedback to their students within the week. The final
deadline for the report will be on the 6 th of December.
Our Lost and Found is quickly filling up with school sweaters, water bottles, stationary and other items. If
your child does come home missing something, please remind them to look for it in the Lost and Found.
Lastly, congratulations to Mr. Martin Thompson for completing the Dead to Red Cycling race! He
completed the 200km race in 6.5 hours, a definite improvement! Thank you for reminding us that with
selfdiscipline, anything is possible.
With kind regards,
Zena Muhtaseb
Head of Middle Years

Calendar

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

20 –Open meeting with Primary Principal, Mr. Andrew Powell,
Primary Principal’s Office, 8:00 AM – 9:30 AM–Secondary
School Production, Theatre, 6:00 PM–Grade 12 Mocks–Grade
10 Study Leave
–Grade 5 Trip, (Off Campus)
21 –Grade 2 Wax Museum, Cafeteria, 8:00 AM – 9:00 AM–
Secondary School Production, Theatre, 6:00 PM–Grade 12
Mocks
–Grade 10 Study Leave
22 –Primary Parent Workshop, MPR, 8:00 AM – 9:00 AM–
Secondary School Production, Theatre, 6:00 PM–Grade 12
Mocks–Grade 10 Mocks
23 –Grade 12 Mocks–Grade 10 Mocks–Grade 11 Trip, (Off
Campus)
24 –Grade 12 Mocks–Grade 10 Mocks–Grade 11 Trip, (Off
Campus)
25 –Grade 12 Mocks–Grade 10 Mocks
26 –Grade 12 Mocks–Grade 10 Mocks
27 –Open meeting with Primary Principal, Mr. Andrew Powell,
Primary Principal’s Office, 8:00 AM – 9:30 AM–Grade 12
Mocks–Grade 10 Mocks–CIS/NEASC/MYP/DP Visit

Sports News
http://www.iaa.edu.jo/newsletter/?page_id=2
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The libraries are very excited about UN Poetry Day and have joined in the weeklong celebration at IAA.
The Primary Library will put a display of poetry books and students will read a poem during each class
this week. Last week Ms. Layal and Ms. Rawand introduced Arab poets and poetry. Grades 4 and 5 will be
working on “blackout poetry” this week with Ms. Dima, and this is always a fun lesson!
You are all invited to stop by the Secondary Library and take a poem from our “PoetTree” and check out
our selection of Arabic and English poetry books and chapbooks.
The KG Library continues into poetry week with a focus on Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax, which teaches children
not just word sounds and rhyme, but a bit about the environment as well.
Thank you to all who participated in our MakerSpace last week. Our special thanks to Ms. Miya Khabbaz
who donated her time with our talented young artists.

For the Libraries,
Ms. Kathleen, Ms. Dima, Ms. Tania
http://www.iaa.edu.jo/newsletter/?page_id=2
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More News

Dear Parents,
If last year is any indication, you will soon see signs going up all over Amman to advertise QRTA’s 2017
Teacher Skills Forum. This is a big event that QRTA offers in partnership with the International
Baccalaureate that is designed to attract attendees from prestigious schools across the Middle East. This
occasion is unique in that QRTA also offers fellowships to teachers from local schools in Jordan so that
they can learn about cuttingedge ideas in education.
Since the Forum began three years ago, IAA has been a big supporter of this project. We have
sponsored speakers and have been honoured to send Secondary students to introduce them. We also
send, on average, 10 staff members as workshop leaders and more as attendees.
This year, IAA’s staff members will present on an exciting range of topics. Speakers include Ms. Sophie
Hamam and Ms. Maria Patino on developing a Peer Helper programme and Ms. Rannia Haddad on
Differentiation. Ms. Hawazin Khataybeh will discuss Entrepreneurship and Ms. Reham AlSaleh will
present our Coding programme. Mr. Hesham Elnagar will give a presentation on servicebased
pedagogies in the Middle East. Mr. Andrew Powell, our Primary Principal, will demonstrate how to
implement highimpact teaching strategies, and I will give a workshop on the basics of building a
curriculum that goes beyond textbooks.
As I mentioned last week, we encourage our staff to live the Pillars of IAA just as much as we do the
students, and we are pleased to see so many staff volunteering their time to share their knowledge and
experiences for the betterment of education both in Jordan and across the Middle East.
With warm regards,
Lois L. Warner Ph.D.
Assistant Director for Curriculum

More News
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More News

Thursday March 16, the PTA supported The Basketball Charity event, an amazing initiative that was
organised by a group of Grade 5 moms. The school’s gym was bustling with Grade 4 and 5 students
playing basketball. Grades 4 and 5 teachers and parents cheered along, had the chance to play a friendly
game together and even coached the teams. The evening was filled with a lovely atmosphere and great
spirit, bringing the IAA community even closer.
What made this event even more special was the fact that all the money raised from participation fees,
bag pack sales, food sales and donations went to help needy refugee families in Jordan. A big thank you
goes to our brilliant secondary students who volunteered to help out in this event and to our awesome
Grade 5 moms for this unforgettable evening.
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