
Combating human rights violations against the Uyghur people in China 
 
General Overview of the topic:  
The human rights situation of the Uyghur people, a predominantly Muslim Turkic ethnic group 
living primarily in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur autonomous region (XUAR), has become one of the 
most urgent human rights concerns in recent years. Over the past decade, growing evidence from 
human rights organizations, journalists, and UN experts has pointed to large-scale violations 
affecting the Uyghur population, including allegations of mass detention, forced labor, cultural 
suppression, and extensive surveillance. 
 
It is estimated that over one million Uyghurs have been detained in facilities that the chinese 
government describes as “vocational education and training centers,” but which many 
international observers refer to as internment or re-education camps. Within these facilities, 
reports indicate political indoctrination, restrictions on religious practice, and limited contact 
with the outside world. Outside the campus, Uyghurs face pervasive monitoring through 
biometric data collection, facial recognition technology, and police checkpoints. 
Although China argues that these measures are part of legitimate counterterrorism and poverty 
alleviation efforts aimed at combating extremism, critics contend that they have resulted in the 
erosion of Uyghur cultural identity and the violation of fundamental human rights. Allegations of 
forced sterilizations, suppression of religious freedoms, and separation of children from their 
families point to systemic efforts to assimilate the Uyghur population into the dominant Han 
Chinese culture. 
 
The issue has drawn strong international reactions, with some countries imposing sanctions and 
trade restrictions against Chinese officials and goods linked to forced labor in Xinjiang. 
However, geopolitical divisions and economic dependence on China have limited the 
effectiveness of collective action, leaving the Uyghur people in an ongoing state of vulnerability 
and uncertainty.  
 
Timeline: 
2014 
Launch of the “Strike Hard Campaign Against Violent Terrorism” 
Authorities initiated mass surveillance, political repression, and detentions in Xinjiang under the 
guise of counterterrorism.  
“Eradicating Ideological Viruses”: China’s Campaign of Repression Against Xinjiang’s Muslims 
| HRW 
2017–2019 

-​ Over 1 million Uyghurs were detained in “vocational education and training centers” 
(internment camps)  

https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/10/eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/10/eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs


China: “Like We Were Enemies in a War”: China’s Mass Internment, Torture, and 
Persecution of Muslims in Xinjiang - Amnesty International 

-​ About 630 village names containing religious or cultural references were changed to 
neutral Communist-themed names. 

2021- 2025 
Uyghur individuals were systematically relocated across China, often to seafood processing 
plants and other industries, under coercive conditions. ( Forced Labor Transfer Programs ) 
Against Their Will: The Situation in Xinjiang | U.S. Department of Labor 
 
Key Terms: 

-​ Uyghurs: a predominantly Muslim Turkic ethnic group native to the Xinjiang Uyghur 
autonomous region in northwest China, with a distinct language, culture, and history. 

-​ Xinjiang Uyghur autonomous region (XUAR): A region in northwest China designated 
as an “autonomous region” under Chinese law but administered under Beijing’s direct 
political control. 

-​ Vocational education and training centers: facilitates the Chinese government 
describes as centers for counter-extremism education and job training, which many 
international observers allege function as mass detention or re-education camps.  

-​ Forced labor: situations where individuals are coerced to work through threats, 
restrictions on movement, or other forms of intimidation, in the Xinjiang context, linked 
to global supply chains for cotton, textiles, and other goods. 

-​ Surveillance state: a governance system characterized by pervasive monitoring of 
individuals, often using advanced technologies such as facial recognition, biometric 
databases, and AI-driven tracking. 

-​ Crimes against humanity: serious violations of human rights, including persecution, 
imprisonment, and enforced sterilization, committed as part of a widespread or 
systematic attack on a civlian population, as defined under international law. 

-​ Non-interference principle: A diplomatic principle in which states refrain from 
intervening in the internal affairs of other states, often invoked by China in response to 
international criticism of its Xinjiang policies.  

 
 
Relevant parties involved: 
The People's Republic of China: 
China is at the center of this issue, as it implements policies in Xinjiang that are described as 
counterterrorism, poverty alleviation, and vocational training. It denies allegations of human 
rights abuses and insists that all actions are legal and necessary for security and stability. 
However, the international community questions these claims and label China as an abuser of 
human rights.  
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa17/4137/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa17/4137/2021/en/
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/against-their-will-the-situation-in-xinjiang


The Uyghur population in Xinjiang: 
The Uyghur muslims are a Turkic Muslim minority group, which are the most directly impacted 
in this issue. This ethnic group mainly reside in Xinjiang, China. They allegendly face mass 
detention, cultural suppression, surveillance, and violations of religious freedom. Because of this, 
they struggle with human rights and cultural expression. 
 
The United Nations: 
The UN, and particularly bodies like the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), has investigated and issued multiple reports raising serious concerns about possible 
crimes against humanitarian obligations in China. However, they struggle to take international 
action due to the many geopolitical divisions within the UN system. 
 
Western countries (United States, European Union, Canada, United Kingdom): 
The western countries have been generally the most participating countries in terms of criticizing 
and condemning China’s actions. They have imposed sanctions on Chinese officials, and raised 
the issue in international councils, framing it as a violation of human rights. They have also 
restricted imports and trading with China linked to alleged forced labour. 
 
Useful resources: 

1.​ Chinas repression and persecution of Uyghur people in detail  
2.​ Forced labour of Uyghur muslims and its impacts  
3.​ Forms of cultural and religious erasure of Uyghur people by China 
4.​ ​Understanding the Uyghur minority group  
5.​ Persecution and repression of Uyghurs in China  
6.​ Laws and regulations in China against the Uyghur people 
7.​ Particular human rights violations against the Uyghur muslims  
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